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The OVBSAOC is an AMA-chartered club dedicated to the preservation and 
enjoyment of motorcycles manufactured by the Birmingham Small Arms Company 
and BSA Motorcycles Ltd.  Small Heath’s Best is the property of the Ohio Valley 
BSA Owners Club, Inc. and cannot be reproduced or copied in any manner without 
prior written permission. Any and all opinions expressed or implied by contributors 
does not constitute the opinion of the Ohio Valley BSA Owners Club or its club 
members. Small Heath’s Best is published solely for the entertainment of the 
members of the Ohio Valley BSA Owners Club and is not to be considered as 
advice. 
 
2009 Club Officers  
                                                                                         
John Schultz, President, 740-543-4272                             
Bud Kubena, Vice President, 724-945-6018 
Keith Barnett, Secretary, 330-739-0023 
Bud Kubena, Treasurer, 724-945-6018 
John Schultz, Road Captain, 740-543-4272 
Clark Francy, Referee, 740-544-5984 
 
Board Members 
 
Tony Babiak Jim Cable, Kevin Crytzer, Mike Kavula, Jr, David Kirk, Joe Martin, Dan 
Speaker, Will Stoner, Bob Wolfgang.    
  
Honorary Members Earl Bowlby, Logan, Ohio; Dick Mann, Gardnerville, Nevada; 
Jeff Smith, Wasuau, Wisconsin; Theo Gielen, Peer, Belgium 

 
Membership:   Barb Kubena, Box 315, Cokeburg, PA 15324, 724-945-6018.   
E-mail:  kubenab@atlanticbb.net.  Membership is open to anyone with an interest in 
BSA motorcycles.  Annual club membership dues  $15.  Make checks payable to 
OVBSAOC.  Address label shows expiration date. 
 
Web Master:   Daniel Boss.  E-mail:  danielboss@juno.com 
Club Website:  http://bsa-club-ov.hailwood.com/  
Newsletter Editor:  Keith McCormish, 330 Crestview Rd, Columbus, OH 43202 
Phone:  614-668-4450  E-mail:  kmccormish@gmail.com  
 
General Club e-mail:  c/o Clark Francy:  clarkthespark@yahoo.com 
On the Cover:  1958 BSA B33    Cover design by John Ritter   
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Yes, the holidays are here.  A time of joy for most of us, but also a time 
when you can run into big trouble...like someone buying you a motorcycle 
gift gone horribly wrong.  It’s happened to all of us, but we’ve been too 
polite to say anything.  Well, that all changes today.  From painful 
experience, please share these top five things not to buy someone who rides 
a BSA with people who have you on their shopping list.    
 
Number 5:  Books on motorcycle repair and maintenance – Tread lightly 
here.  Most books out there are written for modern Japanese or American 
motorcycles and won’t have much relevance for British bikes.  If you can 
find one specifically for BSA or the exact model bike your special someone 
has, then go for it.      
 
Number 4:  Tools without consultation – Let’s face it, your family thinks 
“Whitworth” is a chocolate sampler box, and most guys are kind of picky 
about tools.  Standard and metric wrenches and socket sets are not very 
useful.  Ask the biker before you buy anything expensive.     
 
Number 3:   Helmets, gloves, jackets, etc. – These are very personal items 
that need to fit the rider and his or her personal style.  Like buying shoes, 
you just don’t know if they feel right until you try them on.  Better left to the 
actual rider to purchase.    
 
Number 2:  Skulls, flames, iron crosses, stars ‘n’ bars – Lots of guys are 
into outlaw biker stuff…just not lots of guys with BSA’s.  Apologies to all 
you guys who really are into that stuff…no harm meant, that’s cool, please 
don’t kill me, etc.     
 
Number 1:  Dancing Santa on a Harley – You know what these are.  You 
push the button and it plays “Born to be Wild” while Santa gets rocking on 
his Harley.  I’ve gotten not one, but TWO of these horrid things.  There’s 
only one place these belong:  still on the shelf at Walgreen’s.   
 
I know I’ve offended a lot of people out there who have given these gifts 
over the years.  Sorry Grandma and Aunt Ruth.  But hey, friends don’t let 
friends get hosed at Christmas, and the sooner we acknowledge there is a 
problem, the faster the healing can begin.  Good BSA stuff is hard to find, 
and not something amateurs should attempt too often.  If you are crafty, you 
can find out what he really wants.  Or pick up the phone and ask his BSA 
buddies…they might even know the part number and where to find it.    
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Clockwise from top left:  Bill Lumm and the raffle bike; Reliability Run 
rider, Jack Allard, on his Gold Star; Husky and BSA tanks; Bullwinkle’s pit 
crew in a sidecar; Bob Wark on his old but reliable M20.   
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Top:  Tomcat directs the “Slow Joe” race 
Bottom:  Entries in the Bike Show 
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I had been hearing about the BSA Owners Group Rally for several years. 
This year I was close enough to attend. I wasn’t really sure what to expect. I 
guess in the back of my mind I thought this would be a bunch of old men 
riding old worn out bikes desperately trying to recapture their youth. My 
buddy Jim Adams wanted me to go. He kept saying, “Man you’re going to 
have great time!” Now I enjoy motorcycles but I’m no fanatic. As a kid I 
rode a Honda Trail 70. In my twenties I rode a Yamaha Virago 700. My 
midlife crisis bike was a Harley-Davidson Heritage Softail Classic. So with 
all of this in mind, I thought it means a lot to Jim and it’s a weekend out of 
the house. What the heck, I’ll go. 
 
The plan was to ride in the Reliability Run and then just relax in the 
campground and maybe watch the Vintage Observed Trials. Jim rides a 
Royal Enfield and he had a Honda SL 175 for me ride. It just needed a 
battery. We stopped by Wal-Mart on the way to Ohio and bought a battery. 
Just before the Reliability Run, we realized the battery would not fit. No 
problem. We had plenty of adult beverages and could still watch the Trials. I 
had never seen Trials bikes before and I thought it would be interesting.  
Bud needed more “Observers” for the event, so Jim volunteered. I 
volunteered to help Jim because I didn’t have a clue. We walked to our 
section as Jim explained what to do. He showed me the different routes for 
the various skill levels and gave me pointers on how a rider will choose their 
line in a section. 
 
Here come the riders. It didn’t take long for my jaw to drop just watching in 
amazement at what these “old men on their old worn out bikes” can do. 
Wow! Okay, I’m hooked. By the end of the day and the end of a few 
bourbons, I’m convinced that I can do this. Jim has a Honda TL 125. He 
says “The next rally is in August. I’ll have the Honda running by then and 
you can compete.” Great! I think. 
 
The spring rally was a time of discovery for me. The August rally was a 
time of action. Jim worked on the Honda the week before the rally. It was 
almost ready. On the way to the rally our van busted a belt, and we were 
sitting on the interstate loaded with motorcycles and camping gear. We 
decided to rent a U-Haul and drive to Ohio on Saturday. The campground 
was packed. We unloaded the Honda. Jim went to work. “Don’t worry. It’ll 
be ready in time.” Just five minutes before the rider’s meeting, Jim finished. 
Now, I have never been on this bike before. I have never been on any trials 
bike before. “My last bike was a Harley. What do you mean I have to ride 
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standing up?” I spent five minutes riding this bike before my first trials 
competition. 
 
So here I am, 51 years old, 250 pounds, on a 1973 Honda TL 125, wearing 
borrowed vintage riding boots, and a full face street bike helmet, trying to 
ride standing up. I was quite a sight. To get to my first section, I had to ride 
down a steep bank to the creek. I was reminded of Richard Dreyfuss in Jaws 
when he got into the shark cage and said, “I can’t spit.” I couldn’t. I finally 
closed my eyes and down the bank I went. This was going to be a long day. 
 
My first section was through a creek around a tree and over some rocks. 
“How hard can it be? Just don’t put my feet down.” Every time I started to 
put my feet down, I turned the throttle. This was absolutely the wrong thing 
to do, but it worked. I cleared the section.  In eight sections, I cleared two of 
them and only had three fives. On my fives, I didn’t crash. I stalled once, 
missed one turn, and on one section I got a little wild and went out of 
bounds. This was the most physically demanding thing that I have done in a 
long time. A couple of people thought I was going to have a heart attack. I 
was red faced, sweaty, and could hardly breathe; but the smile on my face 
was a mile wide. I only completed one round of the competition. I was 
having carburetor problems and couldn’t idle. I think that was probably a 
good thing. 
 
Back in camp I recovered with plenty food and adult beverage. By dark, I 
was so sore I could hardly wiggle. That evening riders swapped stories and 
some picked their guitars. I drifted off to sleep with a smile like the Cheshire 
Cat.  
Thanks 
Jim. I’ll 
never 
forget the 
times I had 
at the BSA 
Owners 
Group 
Rally. I’ll 
be back.   
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Our official club website has changed to: 
 
http://bsa-club-ov.hailwood.com/  
 
The club website has a lot of great information about the club’s history and 
events, photos from rallies and rides, and .  Let us know what you’d like to 
see with the website, and we’ll try to get it together.  Thanks to webmaster 
Daniel Boss for saving our website and moving it to a new home.   
�
�

��*
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The unofficial club “blog” is live on the web.  Why a blog?  Well, blogs are 
useful because they keep content for a long time, and you can re-read stuff 
whenever you want.  You can respond to a post with comments and 
questions more in real time.  You’ll often get an answer quickly, too. 
Hopefully the blog will help bring club members together in different ways, 
and make it easier to meet up for a ride or gathering.     
 
Check it out on-line at http://ovbsaoc.blogspot.com.  
 
I know we can’t compete with the big websites out there, but most of them 
are at a national or international scale.  This is meant to be more of a local 
blog for our club members (and any other folks who love BSA’s and British 
bikes in general).  Jump in with your posts and comments, or send stuff to 
me by email for the blog to kmccormish@gmail.com.  
 
Local rides or even a trip down the road make good blog material.  Pictures 
of your latest purchase or project are great, too.  You can embed photos in 
your posts and comments.  I still don’t know how much of it works yet, but 
it’s a start.    .   
 
Some people have different opinions about things, so if you might not agree 
with everything that’s written, please try to be reasonable in responding.  
Make sure everything posted is suitable for a solid PG rating.  I’ll try to 
figure out how people can post and share stuff on the website, and maybe 
even put classifieds or other stuff up there. Let me know what you want to 
see on the blog and it shall be done.   
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After the 4th coldest October on record, east central Ohio is having a very 
mild November. I have even been riding to work some, though leaving in 
the dark and riding home in the dark is not the most enjoyable ride. 
Saturday, November 14 has been the best day so far. I had taken a nice ride 
on the previous Sunday on my 68 Lightning, so decided to try a Saturday 
afternoon ride on the 65 Lightning Clubman. Which is a very different bike 
to ride than the 68 Lightning, in a good way. So, checked the oil, looked the 
LC over, got on my gear, and started the engine (on the first kick, hate when 
that happens). 
 
I left home 
(in Stone 
Creek OH) 
with no 
plan other 
than to get 
gas (petrol 
for the 
American 
language 
challenged) 
and hit the 
bank 
machine for 
some cash. 
So after 
leaving the 
bank machine in New Philadelphia, I rode about in the brilliant sunshine 
aimlessly until a plan came together....I would do a dam tour.... 
 
In this part of Ohio, a number of flood control dams were built during the 
Depression to control flooding every spring. Most of the dams are earthen 
with lakes that are used for recreation behind the dam. The dams and lakes 
came first, the recreation came later.  So I headed out of Dover, OH on St Rt 
800 N to one of the few concrete dams. It is known as "Dover Dam" and is 
located on the Tuscarawas River.  
 
After brief stretch of the legs and a few pictures, I headed north on St Rt 800 
to St Rt 212 towards Atwood Lake. I had a nice little ride on St Rt 212 
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through Somerdale and New Cumberland until I arrived at Atwood Dam. 
This is one of the most popular of the local lakes.   

The next dam is Leesville Dam. After watching the geese for a bit, I headed 
on up the road to a place where I could get a picture of the dam.  Back on 
212 until I get to 151, then a nice ride to 250 and the last dam on my 
ride....Tappan Dam. Once I reached the end of Moravian Road, it was time 
to take St Rt 800 into Dennison for a visit to the rail yards. Dennison is an 
old railroad town and like many railroad towns, have seen better days. But, 
Dennison has restored the Dennison Depot is a local tourist attraction with 
some neat old 
rail displays 
and restaurant. 
So a quick stop 
for a photo with 
no dam 
involved! 
The engine you 
see here was 
recently won by 
the depot in a 
lawsuit over 
storage fees. 
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They plan to restore it.  
 
Then I followed the river up to a restored Indian village. The 

village was built in 1778 and was the first Christian settlement in Ohio.  As I 
arrived on the south side of New Philadelphia, I came to one of the locks 
from the Ohio & Erie Canal that still stands.   
 
After all the riding and picture taking, it is getting late in the day and time 
for an adult beverage. So a quick trip 
into a local tavern we refer to as Hog 
Heaven (made famous by George & 
Tom after VMD).  So after a couple of 
ales, the sun is getting low and it is time 
to head home.   
 
Then a nice 15 mile ride home, time to 
put the Lightning Clubman away for the 
night after a very enjoyable day of 
riding.....Weather was perfect, roads 
were great, and the bike was perfect for 
the ride. The riding position is 
surprisingly comfortable, with the early 
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small valve engine and tall gearing, it is amazingly tractable. Didn't want the 
ride to end as the bike was working so good.  But all good rides do end, 
even this ride. But the pictures and memories remain! 
 
 
�
                                2011 OVBSAOC Calendar 
 
  
 Once again your club is offering 
a full  color 13” x 19” calendar.  It 
will consist of pictures of member’s 
BSA’s, a listing of 2011 events, 
and motorcycle parts and services 
suppliers. 
 
Right now we are looking for  
some great pictures of club 
owner’s BSA’s.  If you would 
like your BSA considered for                                    sample 
publication in the calendar send: 

(1) digital pictures of at least 8 megapixels at the highest 
resolution on a CD to Barbara Kubena, P.O. Box 315, 
Cokeburg, PA 15324 

                                                OR 
      (2)  digital picture(s) of at least 8 megapixels at the highest 
              resolution emailed to: kubenab@atlanticbb.net 
 
With the last calendar there were many great bikes submitted but they 
did not have the resolution needed to enlarge them to calendar size. 
Composition is very important; make sure the background  
compliments the bike.  Photo(s) may be of the bike with its owner 
or the bike alone. 
 

    DEADLINE FOR PICTURE SUBMISSION: 
                     SEPTEMBER 1, 2010 
Calendar order info and order forms will be available in upcoming 
newsletter and on the club website (www.bsa-club-ov.hailwood.com). 

       Back by Popular Demand 
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Walridge Motors 

Limited Parts & Accessories for 
British Motorcycles 

Phone: 519-227-4923 

Lucas Magneto Armatures  
Re-wound – includes Modern 

Condenser--Gene Kibbey 
26324-110th Avenue, East  

Graham, Washington 98388   253-
875-0441; 6 to 9 pm Pacific 

Classic Coachworks 
Upholstery and sewing 
325 Henderson Ave. 

Washington, PA 15301 
724-225-8319 

Smith’s Gauge Repair 
Chronometric and Magnetic 

Clock Repairs 
Mark Bohman 
513-367-6402 

British Cycle Supply 
Parts & Accessories 

Phone: 902-542-7478 
www.britcycle.com 

email: info@britcycle.com 

Domi Racer Distributors, Inc. 
Large Inventory of British Bike Parts 

and Supplies in Cincinnati, Ohio 
877-451-0354 

www.domiracer.com 
Morris Golden Film 
Classic Motor Oils 

Traditional British oils with the correct 
additives for Classic & Vintage 

Motorcycles 
20W/50, 20, 30, 40, 50 & 60 

Classic Oil Supply 
(804) 261-4140 

classicoilsupply@aol.com 
 

 
GEORGIA CYCLE DEPOT 
666 Puckett Drive, Mableton, Georgia 

30126 
Phone 770-948-4688     

www.georgiacycledepot.net/ 
Ian and Lorna Kennedy, Owners 

Ross Thompson Metal Finishing 
Repair to Motorcycle Sheet Metal 

(Gas Tanks are my Speciality) 
Phone: 519-232-4708 

Or  rosst@execulink.com 

Collin’s Cycle 
Sutersville, Pennsylvania 

Ph 724-872-8475 
Modern & Classic Triumph Parts 

& Service 
 

British Bike Connection 
58 Merwin Avenue, Rochester, NY  

585-288-4546 
BSA – Triumph – Norton 

www.BritishBikeConnection.com 

British Bikes Plus 
Reprints from original British parts, 

service, and specialty manuals 
E-mail:  limeyrider73@hotmail.com 

Phone:  731-249-5131 
(after 6:30 p.m. Central Time) 

http://stores.ebay.com/British-Bikes-
Plus 
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‘77 Triumph Trident - high-quality, ground-up restoration.  Engine done by 
Steve Wiley’s shop in Florida.  Also have ’74  Triumph Trident in excellent 
condition.  $9,000 for both, prefer to sell together.  Bikes are in West 
Virginia.  Call Dave Samson at 304-924-6077.   
 
BSA Gold Star and Norton ES2 gas tanks for sale. Both need to be redone. 
Will not ship out of the US. Gold Star tank is $350.00 including shipping to 
the continental US. Norton tank is $275.00 including shipping to the 
continental US. E-mail me for pictures at mcbob@power-net.net 
 
1977 Triumph Bonneville 750, Silver Jubilee.  One of one thousand made 
for the US market.  Original owner, 4,000 miles. Original red line tires. All 
original, except side panel paint. Clear title.  Serviced this past summer, runs 
great, engine is tight and right. $9,000 OBO, serious inquiries only, please. 
Greg Saurbier #1772 269-930-1728.  Email for pictures-
gearbear88@yahoo.com 
 
1946 XB31, has correct gas tank, oil tank, tool box, front fender, rear fender, 
fork shrouds with head lamp mounting ears, $1,250.  1970 HD 350 Sprint, 
barn-fresh, good compression.  1979 Triumph T140E Bonnie, all original 
except 2 into 1, quiet, $3,650.  Larry Keith, 765-628-2508. 
 
1962 BSA C15.  Fully certified import; customs papers, title, the whole bit. 
Terrific condition. Also have a sweet 69 250 Yamaha Street Scrambler with 
all of 3500 genuine miles.  Many pictures and more info available from  
mike@eliterider.com  $3, 000 for each bike or $5,500 if you buy both.  
 
1979 Yamaha XT500.  Excellent condition.  Purchased from original owner. 
15,000 miles.  New forged 89 mm Weisco piston(540cc).  New White Bros. 
38mm Mikuni carb kit (K&N, throttle pull, crankcase breather), ported and 
fresh head, correct large bore Supertrap exhaust.  Beautiful original 
aluminum tank.  Great large bore thumper, commuter, tourer.  Excellent 
cosmetics.  $3,000.  #1222, Steve Shapiro, 703-593-2487,   
alexandriaboat@aol.com 
 
1973 T120R Triumph Bonneville 650cc twin.  Good running, stock 
appearing bike - $3,200.  Call Alan Boyd 814-837-7204 or email 
abboyd@verizon.net.   
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1973 Norton 750 – The last 750 with the Interstate tank and not the combat 
motor, complete, not running, manuals - $3,000 Call Stephen Green at 614-
840-0546.   
 
BSA parts – too many to list.  Send e-mail for more information 
marian_kingsley @hotmail.com.   
 
1967 Triumph T-90 – 350cc, new seat and battery, have new tach cable, 
needs speedo cable.  Bike runs and rides good, rare in the USA, $4,000 or 
best offer.  Call Ralph Dam at (715) 874-6275.   
 
1968 BSA Mark IV Spiftire, excellent riding condition.  Dick Mann restored 
for me, have documentation.  I added electric ignition (Boyer) and British 
aluminum gas tank, original fiberglass tank with original paint goes with it.  
$7,500.  Contact Fred - fredjoos@comcast.net. 
 
1968 BSA Lightning.  New carbs, looks good, runs good.  I have 9 bikes, 
need to lighten the load.  Also have BSA A-10 and Special Triumph parts.  
A must-see.  Call Tony at 614-491-8932 (Columbus).   
 
1968 BSA Spitfire gas tank excellent condition - $175.  ’71-’72 Triumph / 
BSA sidecovers $20 each.  Conical front hub for ’71–’72 - $40.  Lucas 
handlebar stitches and lever brackets - $25 each.  Call Ken at 260-426-2086.   
 
1970 BSA Victor Special, much done. This bike was at 2008 V.M.D. on 
display at Ohio Valley club stand.  $2,850.00.  John Mosir #1106, Waterloo, 
IL.  Call 1-618-939-3687. 
 
BSA Bantam motor, #BD3B 17401, for parts. No cylinder or head, left case 
broken.  $75. Trades?    George 715 533-1999.  G3@cuttingedge.net 
 
1972 Bultaco Pursang 250cc motocross bike.  Model number 103.  New seat 
cover, progressive suspension rear shocks and fork springs.  AHRMA legal 
and ready to ride.  $1,400 OBO.  Alan Boyd 814-837-7204 or email 
abboyd@verizon.net.   
 
1970 BSA Victor Special, much done.  This bike was at 2008 V.M.D. on 
display at O.V.B.S.A. owner s club stand $2,850.00.  Call John Mosir #1106 
(Waterloo, IL) at 618-939-3687.   
 
"Rupert Ratio Repair Manual for BSA Singles" $30 delivered. Send check 
or Money Order to C.A. Francy, P.O. Box 23, Toronto, Ohio 43964. Ph 740-
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544-5984  Also, still selling stainless spoke sets, wheel rims, and more for 
BSA and other makes.   
��( $+ �
 
Looking for a 1969 BSA Firebird Scramber in original or restored condition.  
Please call Clyde Adamson, 712-366-5726 or candjadamson@aol.com 
 
I am interested in purchasing a Victor in excellent condition.  Perhaps you 
have knowledge of one in your area or mine (Northeast Indiana).    Mike 
Gibson  260-610-6030  Thank you. 
 
Wanted: BSA front fender and stays, rear fender and stay, side covers, front 
forks, and shocks for A65S 1966 Spirfire Mk. II.  #1222, Steve Shapiro, 
703-593-2487, alexandriaboat@aol.com 
 
Wanted:  I need a 69 or 70 BSA dual leading shoe front wheel for a 69 
BSA Shooting Star. My email is snakepitenterprizes@yahoo.com and the 
phone is 740-743-1583 Thanks, Gene 
 
Wanted: 2 passenger seat and left side (battery) cover for a 1965 D7 
Bantam. Any condition will be considered. Contact Rick at 
ricko595@aol.com or call (810) 603-1650.  Thank you. 
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